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The term “science of reading” refers to the 
research that reading experts, especially cognitive 

scientists, have conducted on how we learn to 
read. This body of knowledge, over twenty years in 
the making, has helped debunk older methods of 
reading instruction that were based on tradition 

and observation, not evidence.



The Science of Reading is incomplete without 
the Science of teaching reading.





Activity Time



Orthographic Mapping

Orthographic mapping is the mental process we use to permanently 
store words for immediate, effortless retrieval.  





Science of Reading?

Phonemic Awareness Word Analysis/Meaning

Visual



Struggling Reader/At-Risk/Dyslexic



Triggering of Orthographic Mapping

Phonemic Awareness Word Analysis/Meaning

Visual





https://dyslexiaida.org/scarboroughs-reading-rope-a-groundbreaking-infographic/


Student (and 
teacher) Centered 

Shifts



Shift #1:  A focus on the why!

● July Principal & Coach Training
● August Building Retreats
● November 2nd Professional 

Development Day



Shift #2:  Data

● What data do we 
need? 

● How quickly can we 
get it?

● Streamlined  ELA 
assessment calendar



Shift #3: Alignment

● Core Curriculum

● Tier 2 Intervention

● Tier 3 Intervention



Shift #4:  MTSS

● Multidisciplinary team meetings
● Transition planning
● Talking points for schools, admin, 

teachers and parents regarding    
dyslexia



Dyslexia Protocol

● Universally screen three times a year
● Goal: Provide early access to structured literacy 
● Careful progress monitoring
● Multidisciplinary decision making



Questions?

Contact: Steve Griffin 
ELA/Literacy Coordinator

sgriffin@wscloud.org
614-450-6077 

Worthington City Schools

mailto:sgriffin@wscloud.org

